A Mid - Term Highlights of the Activities of The Rights and Responsibility Collective (R&R Collective) in India (2012)
The R&R Collective formed in 2012 in India, affirms that principle of Right needs to be balanced by an equal emphasis on Responsibility in strengthening ‘Human Responsibility’ as a ‘third pillar’ to supplement United Nations Charter for Peace & Development and Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the United Nations. Based on this commitment the R & R Collective has been continuously engaged in focusing on a healthy dialogue and creative interaction with human right defenders to inculcate the principles of Responsibility and Co -Responsibility. It also realized  the importance of preparing a ‘Charter of Human Responsibilities’ contributing to the process of popularizing cultures of responsibility in all spheres of life. Such a process will contribute to the emergence of a road map for Universal Declaration of Human Responsibilities.

The following highlights are only a summary of some of the main activities initiated by the R& R Collective with the support of Eco Foundation for Sustainable Alternatives (EFSA):

· Pre Rio+20 Campaigns & Lobbying:
 The R&R Collective engaged in campaigns and lobbying in different parts of India, Bangladesh and in the World Social Forum, Brazil with the influential people- political leaders, bureaucrats, policy makers, media and civil society organizations to bring the ‘Charter of Human Responsibilities Concept’ at the inter-governmental level in preparation for the UN Conference on Sustainable Development - Rio+20. As a part of the campaign ‘Appeal on Call on Governments’ was circulated to the state actors and civil society organizations for their endorsement. Persistent efforts were made to influence the State actors and civil society organizations during the inter-governmental deliberations on Zero Draft in the UN, New York. 
· Questionnaire on popular perception on Human Responsibility:
As an effort to clarify misconceptions- political and ideological differences, a questionnaire was prepared to elicit the views of the human right defenders and others to develop theoretical basis to popularize the concept of responsibility and co- responsibility. The response to the questionnaire was overwhelming and based on this a final draft on Reflection on Action document is underway. The Brazil/South America Regional Representative, (Ms. Isis de Palma) & her team, motivated by the questionnaire methodology and its contents, have undertaken translation of the questionnaire and use it similarly in Brazilian context.
· Consultation on Bio Regional Food Sovereignty: 

It is our concern that access to food and nutrition has become crucial issues for survival for large numbers of rural and urban poor. It is quite astonishing that India ranks 65th out of 79 countries on the Global Hunger Index. The grave ethical and practical implications of this abominable statistics reflect the lack of responsibility of the state and the co- responsibility of citizens. To overcome the long term effects of chronic malnourishment the R&R Collective along with others initiated a platform- ‘People’s Alliance for Bio Regional Food Sovereignty’, consisting of peasants, agricultural labourers, dalits, nomadic tribes, indigenous people, artisans, coastal and inland fisher communities, women, displaced people from their lands and communities working on sustainable alternatives. Through this forum a campaign is launched to ensure the state and citizens assume more responsibility to feed the hungry.

A series of consultations were held in different parts of India on sustainable agriculture as an imperative for food sovereignty both at local and national level. Based on the findings a memorandum was prepared emphasizing that it is the responsibility of the state and co- responsibility of citizens to ensure food for all. This memorandum was submitted to the policy makers and parliamentarians to enact policies protecting the livelihood support systems of the poor. 



· Promotion of ‘Citizen’s Charter of Responsibilities towards Children’:
The R&R Collective actively involved in the campaign of promoting sub charter, ‘Citizen’s Charter of Responsibilities towards Children’ and culture of co responsibility in the communities. In this regard, one of the active member institutions of the R&R Collective from the Northern State of India, Uttar Pradesh, has involved in the promotion of   ‘Citizen’s Charter of Responsibilities towards Children’ in different educational institutions to inculcate the responsibility of adults in protecting children against all forms of abuse and the values of responsibility among children and through civil society organizations, a campaign for including the principle of responsibility in school curricula is being undertaken as an ongoing activity.

· Ideological Retreat on Democratic Socialism: 

Democratic socialism is a platform, which provides space for political leaders and civil society members to debate and dialogue on the contemporary relevance of democratic socialism to redefine national and international politics based on socialist values of liberty, equality, fraternity and justice. The members of R&R Collective provided inputs for understanding politics from human responsibility perspective. 

· Women and sustainable Development:

In the traditional communities women played a key role in the food production process. But in a mechanized agriculture these roles are rapidly declining and the meaning of agriculture itself changed from small and local markets to large agro corporations where the women’s productive potentials are undermined. This calls for a new paradigm based on gender empowerment to protect the rights and responsibilities of women’s access to productive resources. The R&R Collective engaged in the promotion of gender based agriculture as part of the national policy and the state’s responsibility to promote sustainable gender based agriculture.

Networking and advocacy 
· Formation of Flow Network- Protection and Recreation of Life:
It was initiated by Flow Research Institute, Earth Links, UK and Tarun Bharat Sangh, in India. The purpose of this network is to conceptualize the flow of life and build a new humanity to reverse the damage caused by the family of humanity to the dynamic balance of the cycles of nature, which supports the creation of life and sustains and nurtures life. The Flow Network, now called as ‘World-Links Flow -Family’ as a forum committed to community guided responsible actions for transformation, facilitate a sharing of mutually -empowering case-histories of successful Sub- Flow initiatives in the areas of eco conservation, education, public health, micro and macro economy, politics through people’s participation in governance and many other fields. R&R Collective is an integral part of this process.
· Dialogues with law experts and judiciary: 
In our dialogues the following ideas were emerged:
· To bring out a document interpreting and relooking at the Fundamental Duties stated in the Indian Constitution from the responsibility perspective and its legality and legal binding. 
· After the completion of the document a meeting of legal experts and judiciary would be convened to finalize the document, which could be discussed with the concerned parliamentarians for presenting in the Indian Parliament.
· To make explicit how a UDH Responsibilities could be applied on the model of the UDH Rights that would acquire an extended competence for human responsibilities
· Deepening insight in the complexity of practicing responsibility and co- responsibility in professions such as juridical/law and in people’s issues

· Dialogues with political experts and leaders:
Dialogues with political experts and leaders were quite fruitful in identifying issues for further engagement on the following issues: 
· Exploring possibility of individual/ collective studies on Sustainable Development Goals and Common but Differentiated Responsibilities principle in Rio +20 outcome from responsibility perspective.
· Involving influential persons and national institutions in the R&R Collective
· Research is required in developing relevant documents for further discussions among different stake holders. General feeling was that there should be interface between R&R Collective and political establishment in Delhi, inviting people from different political parties and judiciary to discuss the importance and need of responsibility principle that would take forward the idea of UDHResponsibilities.

The lessons learnt from the above mentioned activities helped us to strategize better the implementation of our committed activities of the ongoing programs.
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